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OBJECTIVES 
Share the experience of national redlisting of fish 
species in Burkina Faso 

 

 Finding best ways for accelerating the process for 
other species in other West African countries 



THE CONTEXT 

Sudan-
Sahel 

Sudan-
Guinea 

Sahel 



THE CHALLENGES   
 List of national fish species  

 Status of conservation of species 

 Tools for Bio - monitoring  of aquatic ecosystems  

 Tools for public awareness and governance 



 



THE APPROACH   

Ecosystems 

Species diversity 

Conservation status 
Fish assemblages 

Water  quality 
parameters 

 
Indicators of bio-

integrity  

Society 

National policies 

Fisherman’ knowledge  

Institutions for 
governance 

Fisheries, health and 
food security 

Systems Analysis & Scenario development 



Diversity and conservation Status 

A national list of 152 species described and 145 Assessed 

Clarotes laticeps 

Heterobranchus isopterus 



Fish taxa as bio-indicators  

• Auchenoglanis gen. and Hydrocynus gen. as sentinel 
genera (not found in areas of high anthropogenic 
impact) 

 

• Clarias sp. and Sarothorodon sp. increase with 
pressures, unlike other species 

 

• Tilapia, correlate positively with hydro-morphological 
pressure  

 



RAISING AWARENESS   

GOVERNANCE 
The aquatic 

biodiversity at 
risks 

CONSERVATION 
The vital role 
of protected 

sites 

RESEARCH  28% 
data deficiency 



LESSONS  

• National Red list, a prerequisite for effective 
conservation policies   

 

• Integrating the Redlist in a holistic research 
approach for effective linkages between Science 
and policy. 



TOWARDS SUSFISH+  

• Expanding partnership for accelerating the 
national red-lists assessments in West Africa:  

– Welcoming new partners 

– Sharing Experience in mainstreaming the red-list 
results into the national strategies 

 



 


